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Making Sure
Commuters
Get a Fair Ride
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Getting around New Jersey is no easy
task, which is why Assemblyman Thomas
P. Giblin vehemently opposed New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s congestion pricing plan saying, “It’s the right plan
at the wrong time.”
Giblin, a member of the Assembly Transportation and Public Works Committee,
believes that the plan, which would attempt to reduce traffic by charging commuters an additional fee for entering
lower Manhattan, would further strain an
already overburdened mass transit system while failing to produce any immediate benefits to the people and businesses
of New Jersey.
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Giblin believes that such a plan would punish New Jersey commuters making mass transit more difficult to maneuver and
more of a nightmarish experience. “10 percent of all travel in the state is already done through Mass Transportation, more
than double the national average,” said Giblin, “Why should those people who have already contributed to a cleaner environment and less
congestion be punished?” Giblin also pointed out that New Jersey
Transit just set a record with more riders utilizing their buses and trains
in fiscal year 2007 then ever before.
Giblin also noted that the plan would be bad for business. “Trucks
can’t make deliveries using mass transit and if their transportation
costs increase, it’s consumers who will ultimately pay,” he said.

Assemblyman Giblin with Clifton Mayor James Anzaldi,
Councilman Frank Fusco and Citibank representatives at the
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new Clifton Citibank branch.



While Giblin believes that the current mass transit infrastructure can
not handle a large sudden increase in rider-ship, he believes it may be
able to in the future. “You can’t massively increase rider-ship and then
build the infrastructure to handle it,” he said, “you have to do the reverse. We must give commuters a break,” he added, “allow mass transit to catch up to the previous increase in rider-ship.”
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As Assemblyman for District 34, I am grateful that I have been able to serve your interests in Trenton. My colleagues and I have
worked tirelessly to fight for what’s right for
District 34.
Over the last term, constituents have presented me with a number of concerns, and
I’ve tried to address them all. Issues such
as Health Care, Education, the Environment,
and Transportation have been of primary
concern, and I am happy to say that
progress has been made.
Health care in New Jersey is an issue which
needs our constant attention. Many hospitals are in dire financial straits, and thus are
in danger of closing. However, I have been
and will continue to be an advocate for my
constituents in making sure that area
hospitals stay open.

Education is also at a critical point, and we must all work to ensure that New Jersey’s children are
well educated, not only for their personal success, but for the future success of the State as a
whole. It is important that we come up with a fair and equitable education funding formula to
make sure that children from all socio-economic backgrounds have the materials they need to
succeed and that schools are able to attract well qualified teachers.
Now more than ever, Environmental issues cannot be ignored, and I will continue to take steps
to protect our beautiful state so that future generations
can enjoy it.
Finally, Transportation is an issue which affects us all,
and as the most densely populated state in the nation,
it is no wonder that New Jersey has problems with congestion. Thus, I will work to maintain and expand our
public transportation system so that we can alleviate
the congestion on our roads.

MAKING SURE
COMMUTERS
GET A FAIR RIDE
Page 4

The aforementioned issues are at the forefront, but I
know that they are by no means the only issues that you
are facing. So if there is an issue that you would like addressed, or if I can be of assistance to you, your community, or your neighborhood, don’t hesitate to contact
my District Office at 973-779-3125.

Assemblyman
Thomas P. Giblin

Sincerely,

Disrict Office
1333 Broad Street
Clifton, NJ 07013
Please feel free to
e-mail me directly:
asmgiblin@njleg.org
or call me: 973-779-3125
Visit my website:
www.assemblymangiblin.com

Assemblyman Thomas P. Giblin reads to children at a recent
“Reach Out and Read” event in Clifton. He teamed up with
the “Read Out and Read” organization and the Health Institute of New Jersey (HINJ) President, former Congressman
Bob Franks, to promote the importance of early literacy.
Recently, the two organizations together donated more than
3000 books to doctorsʼ offices throughout the State of New
Jersey.

THOMAS P. GIBLIN
Assemblyman-District 34
Assemblyman Giblin was recently named one
of the Top 15 Animal Friendly NJ Legislators
by Animal Protection PAC
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Property Tax Reform - Priority # 1!
“The 2006-07 Legislative Session will rank as one of the most significant and productive in the State’s history,”
noted Assemblyman Tom Giblin.
Assemblyman Giblin worked over the past two years to address the issue that matters most to New Jersey
families.
Property tax reform and relief legislation produced landmark achievements:
• The first special session for property tax reform in New Jersey history.
> Assemblyman Giblin served as a member of the Joint Legislative Committee on Public Employee
Benefit Reform.
• $2.2 billion in direct property tax cuts-with nearly three-quarters of households getting a 20 percent reduction and
95 percent of all working home owners receiving cuts.
• Two State budgets that provided more than $33 billion in total property tax relief.
• First dedication of sales tax revenue strictly for property tax relief purposes.
• A State Comptroller to crack down on government waste and corruption.
• Sweeping public employee pension and benefit reforms that will save taxpayer dollars and eliminate abuses like
padding, tacking, and boosting.
“The 41 recommendations of the six member Joint Legislative Committee on Public Employee Benefit Reform, were
designed to eliminate pension abuses and gimmicks which had contributed to increased costs and the unfunded
liability of the systems, control costs in the health care program by instituting reforms and implementing employee
cost-sharing, limit sick leave and vacation leave payouts, and ban dual elective office holding,” Giblin noted.
The committee’s reports can be accessed at:
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/propertytaxsession/jccr.asp

Giblin Fights Battle for Veteran
World War II Veteran Raymond P. Leddy served his country valiantly in the South
Pacific. When he was contacted by the United States Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) and told that he may be entitled to additional compensation, he had
no idea that five years later, he would still be trying to secure it. That’s when he
contacted Assemblyman Giblin.

Assemblyman Giblin reviews documents with
World War II Veteran Raymond P. Leddy.

Preserving the Future of Healthcare
Earlier this year, Assemblyman Giblin was assured by Merit Healthcare Systems that if they purchased Mountainside Hospital, they would continue to operate it in the best interests of the community. It was only then that he
endorsed the sale of the facility, which is located in Montclair and Glen Ridge.
Continuing his efforts to provide patients with affordable healthcare, Giblin helped to ensure increased charity
care funding in the fiscal year 2008 budget.
“When healthcare costs rise and charity care funding stays steady, practically speaking, funding is being cut,”
said Giblin, “this increase was overdue.”
In addition to charity care funding, Giblin was an advocate for the East Orange General Hospital’s acquisition
of the former Kessler building.
“This new building couldn’t have come at a better
time,” said Giblin, “With the closing of the Hospital
Center at Orange and Irvington General Hospital, East
Orange’s clientele has increased immeasurably. This
newly obtained facility will help the hospital catch-up
to the increased pool of patients”
Giblin noted that the East Orange General Hospital
East Pavilion is expected to be fully operational by the
end of October. “Hospital President, Kevin Slavin has
done an incredible job in not only acquiring the building, but in speeding up the process to make this expanding facility fully functional,” he said.

Assemblyman Giblin greets seniors following a presentation focusing on issues
affecting them at the Good Life Adult Day Care Center in East Orange.

Giblin Looks for Greener Pastures
Assemblyman Thomas P. Giblin continues his efforts to improve the environment in New Jersey.
By being a co-sponsor on one of the nation’s most sweeping global
warming bills which became law in July.

“For five years I’ve been answering the same questions but still have not been
able to bring this matter to a close,” said a frustrated Leddy, who just turned 84.

The “Global Warming Response Act,” will rollback the level of greenhouse
emissions to 1990 levels by the year 2020. In addition, it requires
greenhouse gas emissions not to exceed 80 percent of 2006 levels by 2050.

The compensation to which Leddy is entitled is because of his proximity to Japan
when atomic bombs were detonated over the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
As if it weren’t bad enough that he was near Iwo Jima when the blasts occurred,
he was actually on the island of Japan three weeks later.

“Just because little is being done on the national level doesn’t mean that
we can’t do something on the State level,” said Giblin, “and that’s what this
bill does. It puts New Jersey at the forefront of improving the environment;
more so then any other state in the nation.”

In 1950, only four years following his discharge from the service, Leddy received his first diagnosis of skin cancer.
Since then, he’s had more then 30 operations. Over the past year alone, he’s had five procedures which have taken
away most of his left ear. When Giblin heard of Leddy’s troubles, he immediately responded. He helped Leddy assemble the proper papers and contacted the VA on his behalf.
“This man served his country valiantly and has suffered every day of his life since,” said Giblin, “it’s my duty as
a legislator to make sure he’s not forgotten. And at a time when so many more veterans are returning home from
active duty, it’s important for them to know that their military service is honored and appreciated.”

To obtain an absentee ballot for the November 6 election,
contact the Assemblyman’s office at (973) 779-3125.

In addition to the Global Warming Response Act,” Giblin sponsored legislation that would allow New Jersey Voters to decide whether or not the State may borrow $200 million in order to replenish the Garden State Preservation Trust (GSPT) fund.
If approved, $109 million would fund the “Green Acres” Program, $73 million would be allocated for farmland preservation, $12 million would be for a “Blue Acre” bond program, which would protect flood-prone areas along the
Delaware, Passaic, and Raritan River basin, and $6 million for historic preservation.
“New Jersey is losing 50 acres a day to development, now it will be up to the voters to decide if that’s too much,”
said Giblin.

X On Tuesday, November 6, “Vote Yes to Replenish the Garden State Preservation Trust Fund”.

